
Contact 
Leyl Master Black 

Marketing Alchemist 
(415) 378-6395 

leyl@marketingalchemist.com 
 

LEADING TECH EXECUTIVES FRAN DRAMIS AND TIM BUCKLEY TO 
JOIN VOYAGER CAPITAL ADVISORY BOARD 

Former BellSouth CIO and Red Hat COO bring a combined five decades of IT 
management expertise, extensive networks to Voyager 

 
SEATTLE – May 1, 2007 – Voyager Capital, a leading information technology venture 
firm, today announced that Francis “Fran” Dramis and Tim Buckley will join Voyager’s 
advisory board. Leveraging three decades of senior IT management at companies such as 
Bell South, AT&T, Bell Labs and Salomon Brothers, Dramis will advise the firm on 
opportunities in the datacenter, networking and software sectors, as well as assisting 
Voyager portfolio companies with customer relationships. Buckley, who brings over 20 
years experience building startups into billion-dollar public companies and most recently 
served as Chief Operating Officer of Red Hat, will assist Voyager with growth strategies 
for its portfolio companies. 
 
“We are thrilled to have business and technology industry executives of Fran and Tim’s 
caliber join our advisory board. Fran brings deep IT expertise from decades of experience 
in Fortune 100 companies and has strong relationships that will support Voyager’s 
investment activities, while Tim has driven the growth of several startups into successful 
global brands,” said Bill McAleer, managing director of Voyager Capital. “Our portfolio 
companies will greatly benefit from both Fran and Tim’s deep expertise and industry 
contacts.” 
 
Dramis is the former Chief Information, E-Commerce and Security Officer for BellSouth 
Corp. Before joining BellSouth in 1998, Dramis worked with CIO Strategy Inc., an 
information technology consulting firm. Prior to that time, Dramis was managing director 
and CIO at Salomon Brothers. Dramis also served as president and CEO of Network 
Management, and president and COO of Telic Corp. Early in his career, Dramis worked 
with AT&T, including Bell Labs, rising to the position of executive director of 
information product management. Dramis served as director and chairman of the 
BellSouth Technology Group and served on the boards of the BellSouth Solutions Group. 
and the BellSouth Foundation. He currently serves on the boards of Avocent Corporation 
and Web Methods.  
  
“I look forward to working closely with Voyager to help identify and build world-class 
technology companies,” said Fran Dramis, former CIO of BellSouth. “I sit on numerous 
boards and have the opportunity to see many companies.  I chose to work with Voyager 
because I believe the firm’s value-added approach makes a major difference for emerging 



technology companies. I am eager to lend my perspective and support to Voyager’s 
portfolio as part of the firm’s extended team.” 
 
Tim Buckley has spent his career developing startup companies into successful 
businesses and has held executive positions in sales and operations. Most recently from 
1999 to 2003, Tim was the Chief Operating Officer for Red Hat, the world's premier open 
source and Linux provider.  Prior to Red Hat, Tim was senior vice president of 
worldwide sales at Visio Corp., where he was involved in growing the company from a 
startup to a public company that was later acquired by Microsoft in 1999 for $1.3 billion. 
Prior to Visio, Tim held executive positions at Approach, a windows database company 
that was sold to Lotus Development Corp; Aldus, the company that pioneered Desktop 
Publishing software and went public before being sold to Adobe Corp.; and Decision 
Resources, a business graphics software company that was sold to Ashton Tate. 
 
“Each of Voyager’s investments in business software, wireless and digital media has the 
potential to become a market leader, and I’m thrilled to be able to lend my expertise 
building companies to their portfolio,” said Tim Buckley, former COO of Red Hat. “I 
wanted to take the time to be an active part of Voyager’s advisory board because I 
believe they have developed a unique go to market approach that helps to turn startups 
into global brands.” 
 
Dramis and Buckley join a world-class advisory board at Voyager, whose expertise spans 
a wide variety of domains, including prominent entrepreneurs such as Jeremy Jaech, CEO 
of Trumba, co-founder of Aldus and former CEO of Visio and Naren Gupta, founder and 
Vice Chairman of Wind River; successful executives such as Frank Gill, former 
Executive Vice President of Intel; Keith Krach, former Chairman and CEO of Ariba; 
John DeFeo, former CEO of U.S. West NewVector; Mike Brochu, former CEO of 
Primus and Loudeye; Kendra VanderMeulen, former Senior Vice President of AT&T 
Wireless; Forbes Midas investors Promod Haque of Norwest Venture Partners and Roger 
McNamee from Elevation Partners; and renowned academic Ed Lazowska, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Chair and former Chairman of the Computer Science and Engineering 
Department at the University of Washington.  For more details on Voyager’s advisory 
board members, please visit www.voyagercapital.com. 
 
 
About Voyager Capital 
 
Voyager Capital is a leading Pacific Northwest information technology capital firm, 
providing entrepreneurs with the resources, experience, and connections to build 
successful companies.  Voyager invests in early and growth stage business software and 
services, wireless and digital media companies, where the firm’s domain expertise and 
go-to-market resources help build market leaders.  Four of the firm’s companies were 
recently named to the Deloitte’s Technology Fast 50 Pacific Northwest List. Voyager 
Capital has offices in Seattle, WA and on Sand Hill Road in Menlo Park, CA.  For more 
information, visit Voyager’s web site at www.voyagercapital.com or telephone (206) 
438-1800. 


